Rob Diggins, jazz violinist/violist

Band Leader: Cuckoo’s Nest 


Cultivating musical versatility throughout his career, Rob Diggins enjoys noted success performing and teaching Jazz, Folk and Classical music. He has recorded and performed with artists as diverse as Kevin Burke and William Coulter (Celtic), Monica Huggett (Period Instrument) and Dr. Ross and the Hellhounds (Electric Blues) to name a few, and he has made over twenty CD’s with acclaimed international period instrument ensembles. His students range from the very young to the very old and have included such talented individuals as Jenny Scheinman (#1 Rising Star violinist, ’03 Downbeat magazine, Critics Poll) and Tristan and Tashina Clarridge (Grand Champions, National Oldtime Fiddlers Contest, Weiser, Idaho). 

“I was about 14 when I first got turned onto the jazz violin through the playing of Jean-Luc Ponty. I thought it was the coolest sound I had ever heard, especially the stuff he was doing with an echoplex. Then the fact that he played with Frank Zappa opened up my life to the incredible musician and commentator that Frank was. And so by and by, not only did I collect and listen to all of Jean-Luc’s stuff but I finally got to see him play live and that just blew me away. About the same time, a fellow friend and violinist whom I met through the Peter Meremblum Youth Orchestra in Hollywood and who knew that I was interested in Ponty and Zappa, turned me onto the Brazilian jazz of Hermeto Pascoal. And so my life was forever changed after that! Oh yeah, since Hermeto paid homage to Cannonball Adderley I also became a devotee of this great jazzman.”

In addition to playing jazz violin with the Cuckoo’s Nest, Rob freelances with many of today’s notable period instrument ensembles. Rob has been a member of Collegium Vocale, Ghent and LaChappelle Royale—both under the direction of Phillipe Herreweghe—as well as Les Arts Florissants, the Gabrieli Consort, Cantus Koln, Musica ad Rhenum with Jed Wentz, the Ricercar Consort, Kammer Orchester Stuttgart under Frieder Bernius, American Bach Soloists, American Baroque, Lux Musica, Seattle Baroque Orchestra, Benevolent Order for the Music of the Baroque (BOMB), Los Angeles Baroque Orchestra, the Trinity Consort and the Portland Baroque Orchestra.
Rob has frequently been a featured soloist on National Public Radio’s program Performance Today. Rob has also been a featured soloist for an Oregon Public Broadcasting television broadcast of Vivaldi concerti performed by the Portland Baroque Orchestra. Rob records on the Harmonia Mundi, Koch International, Musica Omnia, Pro Gloria Musica, Helicon, Musical Heritage Society, Gourd, and Music for Little People record labels

In 1993, he earned a soloist diploma in violin from the Royal Conservatory of The Hague, Netherlands. He is currently co-director of the Alard String Quartet, and is founder/director of his teaching studio, Accademia dei Filomusi and Les Theatre des Funambules (a sporadic puppet/circus theater!) in Humboldt County, Calif.
Jolianne von Einem, violin

 
After moving from Los Angeles to Trinidad California, classically trained violinist Jolianne von Einem began enjoying fiddling around the backyard campfire, and soon found herself playing in a show at the Humboldt Folklife Festival with her partner Rob Diggins, and discovering Hot Club jazz.  She performs often with her partner, fellow violinist Rob Diggins in the Alard String Quartet, in Cuckoo’s Nest (Gypsy Jazz), and in The Owl and Pussycat Salon Orchestra (Ballroom, Tango, cha-cha)  “The forays outside of classical music have been great fun.  Listening to Charlie Parker and tackling the transcriptions particularly lit my fire, raised my level of commitment to jazz.  Right now I’m very interested in Stuff Smith.”

 
Jolianne also travels from her home in Trinidad California to play and record with groups such as Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra, Magnificat, California Bach Society, and also the Portland Baroque Orchestra.  

Her experience as a baroque violinst has brought her to many parts of the world-  Japan with the Amsterdam Baroque Orchestra, Singapore and Hong Kong with American Bach Soloists, Germany and New York city with Philharmonia Baroque, the Netherlands, Switzerland, and England with Trio Sonnerie, and France with the Amsterdam Baroque.

Her chamber music recordings include Mendelssohn Octet with Hausmusick, (EMI), Eighteenth Century Music for Lute and Strings with Trio Galanterie, (Audioquest), and Legrenzi Cantatas and trio sonatas with El Mundo, (Koch) and 

Jolianne grew up in Los Angeles and received her BA from UCLA, where she studied with Alex Treger, played with the UCLA String Quartet, and was concertmaster of the orchestra. During this time she was exposed to the unique and beautiful sound of baroque violinist Monica Huggett. She studied with Monica in summer courses, and explored period instrument practices as a founding member and principal player in the Los Angeles Baroque Orchestra. She received her Masters Degree in Music from USC, returning to study violin with Alice Schoenfeld, who had been her influential childhood teacher (age7-11).  Joli played trumpet in her high school marching band for fun, sang in the choir, loved math, sports, natural sciences, art, poetry… and violin- which had been a part of her life since age four, was apparently there to stay! (Business school was never in the running!) 

In 1994 she headed North to Humboldt County where she enjoys the greenery, the ocean, and a sense of community, and lives “happily ever after! with her family and garden!

Dave Wilson, guitarist

In addition to his work as a guitarist and recording engineer/producer with Cuckoo’s Nest since the summer of 2003, Dave Wilson, maintains an active solo performance schedule, appearing regularly at local Humboldt County venues.  During the mid-90’s on the local Humboldt County scene, Dave played rock guitar with bands that opened for the touring bands, Bad Company, Edgar Winter and Commander Cody.
Prior to moving to Humboldt County in the early ‘90’s, Dave lived in Southern California. He spent five of those years playing in various Los Angeles jazz clubs with the John Luke Quintet, a Mingus tribute band. Dave also played with a rock and roll band in the rock clubs such as Gazzari’s, The Whiskey, Starwood and Madame Wong’s. On occasion they opened for the bands, Oingo Boingo, John Hiatt, and, The Police.

Dave studied guitar with at Los Angeles Valley College, and participated in master classes with Pepe Romero, and others at the Vincente Maluska Guitar Workshop. After graduating in 1976, he accepted a teaching position at Los Angeles City College.  And currently, sought after as a teacher, he maintains a full teaching studio in Humboldt County.

 In addition to his energetic musical career, Dave is among other things, the proud father of two wonderful boys.  

Jim Adams, guitar


Jim Adams fist musical experiences were on the ukelele in the 50’s with “The Streets of Loredo”- before the Smith Brothers turned it into a comedy routine… The 60’s brought, violin in the school orchestra and guitar in a rock & roll in a band called “The Sheiks”. After a few years, the violin fell by the wayside due to irreconcilable differences with the orchestra teacher, and in the early 70's he spent a lot of time hanging around the "Guitar Workshop", a weekly gathering of guitar pickers & singers in Saratoga, CA.  At the workshop he was able to learn from great local musicians such as Rich Olson, Chris Caswell, Jerry McMillan, and Larry Drummond.  In college he formed "The Jagwires", a bluegrass band that played in local clubs in Berkeley and San Francisco.  After moving to Humboldt County in 1977, he has played in restaurants, church services and stood in for an injured guitarist in a band named "Patchwork".  

In the early 80's he was part of a loose-knit group of bluegrass players who played for weddings, where he met violinist (or fiddler, in that case), Rob Diggins.

Now in the 2000’s, Jim is playing jazz guitar with the Cuckoo’s Nest and loving every minute. He even sings a tune or two!

“My major influences are Django Reinhardt, Birelli Lagrene, Jorma Kaukonen, Gordon Lightfoot, James Taylor, Leo Kottke, Doc Watson, Norman Blake and particularly David Grisman Quintet guitarists Tony Rice and Mark O'Connor.  The David Grisman Quintet used to play Django Reinhardt's "Swing 42", which

got me interested in Django's music.  I bought a book of Django's tunes in the 70's, but for the most part let it sit on the bookshelf for years until the formation of "The Cuckoo's Nest".”

“I'm pretty much obsessed with the sound of the acoustic guitar, and getting the best tone I can out of the instrument.”

Tami Pallingston, bass

Originally from New Jersey, Tami is a classically trained musician. She began her career at age 15 as a violinist in Baroque ensembles and percussionist in community theater groups. Upon moving to California, she realized her love for the low end and took up the bass. She has studied bass with Michael Manring and percussion with internationally recognized steel drum master Eugene Novotney. She studied theory, arranging and composition at Humboldt State University and also worked as a recording engineer for the HSU Music Department.

Many singers and songwriters have sought Tami’s expertise as a supporting musician.  Her superb reading and improvising skills make her a first call for many jazz gigs.  She is the on-call bassist for many groups covering a wide range of styles.  When not `performing with Cuckoo’s Nest she can be seen and heard playing with vatious jazz ensembles including Dave Wilson Jazz duo, Casa Blanca Jazz Trio, the Horn band, The owl and the Pussycat Orchestra, College of the redwoods Jazz Orchestra and various folk artists including Joanne Rand, Eileen Hemphill-Haley, Francine Allen and Calleaghn Kinnamon.  Tami’s recording credits include Eileen Hemphill-Haley’s Ordinary Life, William Maxwell’s Cardinal Points and Copperwimmin’s The Right to be Here.

“My influences include the late great Ray Brown, as well as the alive and well funk dude Flea. I have been studying privately with fretless master Michael Manring. My greatest influences however are a few unknown greats right here in my own neighborhood. (Shao Way Wu, Geoff Daugherty, Baron Wolfe, and Jerry Thompson).”

-Published in the North Coast Journal, August 26th, 2004

