Band Bio:

Cuckoo’s Nest has achieved its own unique and original jazz sound, adding an innovative twist to the original Hot Club experiment with a thought provoking combo- two violins, two guitars, and bass, and a thoroughly modern jazz approach in the vast repertoire they play!  Whether it be original Hot Club tunes, Coltrane inspired avant-garde, or genuine Hungarian gypsy tunes, the band swings hard.  Led by violinist Rob Diggins, the quintet has consistently garnered critical acclaim for their tuneful jazz arrangements of classic standards, soulful improvisations and overall technical perfection. This band delivers a spunky originality that reflects the collective experiences of the five, gleaned from international period instrument performances of classical music, bluegrass excursions, punk rock attitudes, rhythm and blues- and the support of a healthy vital local community of live music lovers.

Cuckoo’s Nest played its debut at the 2002 Humboldt Folklife Festival as a trio, with violinists Rob Diggins, and Jolianne Einem, and guitarist Jim Adams. With a diverse mix of repertoire reflecting the eclectic and far reaching tastes and experiences of the members- from old timey and contest fiddling tunes, to accapella vocal trios, the theme from NPR’s all things considered, Hendrix, and lots of Hot Club Jazz, they were an immediate hit with the friendly audience. And, having barely left the stage they were approached by two different promoters to do future shows.  By the following year they had added bassist Tami Pallingston, and guitarist Dave Wilson, blossoming naturally in the Django/Hot Club style and becoming Cuckoo’s Nest, the Gypsy jazz Quintet! 
Finding their true calling in jazz, the group has continued to build a strong fan base in Humboldt County, playing at the local breweries, coffee houses, benefits, USABDA dances, and radio stations, and has been featured on local music series at the Morris Graves Museum, the Westhaven Center for the Arts, the Fortuna Concert Series, and others. The band has explored the music of Django Reinhardt, and Charlie Parker, devoting entire shows to their music, and honoring them with birthday concert/ celebrations.  The band has also explored standard jazz repertoire and the music of John Coltrane, Duke Ellington, George Gershwin and others in a program devoted to the “Great American Songbook”.   From these live shows come the band’s first two cd’s, “Out of the Shell” and “Happy Birthday Django!”  The band recently had a successful Bay Area debut at the Make-Out Room in SF, and expects to do more road trips in the future.

